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Introduction

The American Bank Note Company in the United Sates of America was responsible for printing
the majority of the paper money used by most of the Latin American countries between 1870 and 1970,
For over one hundred years the American Bank Note Company produced some of the most beautiful
banknotes ever made, and the quality of its work had earned the trust and respect from the world.

About fifieen years ago, the American Bank Note Company made a very important decision, due
to the fact that most of their previous customers hadn't used their services Jor more than twenty years. A
large number of countries that used to buy banknotes from the American Bank Note Company started
producing their own banknotes in locally operated security printing companies. At that point, the
American Bank Note Company decided to break down the archives department and sell a large amount of
specimen and proof banknotes they had in their possession, through a series of auctions.

The auctions were very successful; the quality of the banknotes offered was truly spectacular,
and the only down side was the fact that the archives had been broken apart forever. The archives
department had very important records for thousands of different banknotes. These records deserved to
be saved as a part of the American Bank Note Company history and the history of so many private banks
and government issuing authorities throughout Latin America.

The objective of this book is to record all available information on banknotes produced by the
American Bank Note Company to all Latin American countries Jrom Argentina through Venezuela. Of
course, as in any other historical research project, not every piece of information was found: but still,
taking in consideration the period that this book covers and the number of banknotes listed (almost two
thousand different banknotes from twenty different countries) one can say this is a very complete book.

This is a reference work; many of the banknotes listed in this book are very rare, and some only
had been listed in the past as specimens and proofs. Today these banknotes have complete records with
production dates, quantities printed, serial numbers and much more. Over the years one of the aspects of
banknote collecting that was always in demand was knowledge. Publishing this book will establish a
valuable tool for collectors and historians and I hope you may find it informative and exciting.




BASIC GUIDELINES OF THE BOOK

The system used to put this book together, due to
the large amount of technical data available, was very
simple: Countries and Banks are listed in alphabetical
order and the banknotes are listed by denomination. Every
banknote listed has a reference number (‘“Standard
Catalog of World Paper Money” reference numbers have
been added to the descriptions of each banknote to make it
easier for collectors to identify their banknotes. Editions
used were: Specialized Issues, Volume One - 9" edition,
General Issues, Volume Two - 10" Edition and Modern
Issues, Volume Three - 9" Edition.)

Information on production dates, quantity of
banknotes printed, serial numbers and series letters are
very complete through the records found. (Notes per plate,
dates and signature records are not always available.)
Under comments and observations you will find
information on dates, signatures and also on different
varieties of banknotes when records are available.

Production dates are a vital piece of information;,
now the age of each banknote can be determinate just by
looking at the serial number of the banknote and taking in
consideration that some banknotes were produced for
more than a twenty year period, this will be an important
tool to evaluate and to determine values of many
banknotes in the future.

Serial number records are another break-through
of this book; different banknotes may have serial numbers
in sequence or different denominations also may have
serial numbers in sequence, on other times serial numbers
Jjust don’t start from the traditional number “one.” Going
through each banknote listed in this book, collectors will
gain a new perspective on the serial numbers concepts
used by the American Bank Note Company over the years.

Also, very important information has been
discovered about serial number sequences, between
banknotes printed by the American Bank Note Company
and banknotes printed in Europe by companies like
Bradbury, Wilkinson & Company, Thomas De La Rue and
others; these records are one of the highlights of this
book.

It’s important to remark that many banknotes
produced by the American Bank Note Company were
delivered to their customers without dates or signatures,
and in some cases banknotes were produced with one or
two signatures and a second or third signature were left
blank to be fill in by the bank afterwards, signatures could
be engraved or just typed (printed) on each banknote.
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Many banknotes printed by the American Bank
Note Company have a date line engraved on them, also to
be filled in by the bank at the time of issue of the banknote.

Series letters also can be engraved or typed on
each banknote, or in some cases series letters were left
blank to be typed by the customer afterwards. Sometimes
the letters on the banknotes are check letters not series
letters. To better understand this concept, let’s take two
sheets of four banknotes each; on the first sheet each
banknote has a letter (A-B-C-D) and each banknote has
the same serial number (1-1-1-1) -in this case the letters
are series letters; on the second sheet each banknote has a
letter (A-B-C-D) but each banknote has a different serial
number (1-2-3-4) -in this case the letters are check letters.

Check letters are a simple system of checking the
letter and serial number of the banknote, against the
position on the sheet where the banknote was printed. In
the early days this system was used to detect forgeries.
Most of the records on check letters are missing from the
American Bank Note Company archives, but if a large
group of issued banknotes is available to research and the
number of banknotes per sheets are known (Notes p/
plate) collectors can find out the location tabs of plates
very easily, under the Brazilian section of this book you
will find an extensive research of the check letters system.

The American Bank Note Company also used
private marks (secret letters, marks and symbols added to
the plates of each banknote) to detect forgeries on almost
every plate made by them; a few records on this matter
are found and listed through the book. (Most of these
records were kept in special books where hundreds of
banknote proofs with the location of each private mark
were saved,; unfortunately these books were not available
Jfor research purposes.)

Another important fact is, some banknote records
Jfrom banknotes produced by the National Bank Note
Company, Franklin-Lee Bank Note Company and other
companies who were absorbed by the American Bank
Note Company over the years, were found mixed in the

archives; all records found from these companies were
added to this book.

Suggestions or corrections concerning any aspect
of the listings in this book are welcome for future editions.
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1. BANCO ANGLO-ECUATORIANO

(MONTECRISTI BRANCH)

: 1 Peso (PS-91) . Notes p/ plate: (6)
.Date  Qty. Printed Serial Numbers Series ~ Comments:
07/1884 100.000 1-16.667 A-F

 Pes S-93) Notes p/ plate: (2)
: Qty Printed Smal Numbers  Series Comments: || ; — ]
07/1884 15.000 1-7.500  A-B e~ Bt e O S G

Ref #0()()] ()
ef#00003 __Denomination: 10 Pesos (PS-94) Notes p/ plate: (2)
ate  Qty. Printed Serial Numbers  Series Comments:
07/1884 5.000 12500  A-B 2. BANCO DEL AZUAY
(GUAYAQUIL BRANCH)
‘Ref#00007 __ Denomination: 1 Sucre (PS-101) Notes p/ plate: (15)
Prod. Date  Qty. Printed Serial Numbers  Series Comments:
; R ‘ 09/1913 800.000 1-800.000 A
Qty. Printed Serlal Nmnhers Ser Comments.
08/1886 100.000 1-16.667  A-F " .
Ref#00008 _ Denomination: 2 Sucres (PS-102) Notes p/ plate: (10)
Prod. Date  Qty. Printed Serial Numbers  Series Comments:
. 5 Sue Notes o/ plate: (2) 09/1913 200.000 1-200.000 B
! Qty. Prmted Serial Numbers  Series Comments:
08/1886 15.000 1-7.500 A-B )
Ref#00009 _ Denomination: 5 Sucres (PS-103) Notes p/ plate: (10)
- - - ‘ ‘ Prod. Date  Qty. Printed =~ Serial Numbers  Series Comments:
_Denomination: 10 Sucres (PS-98) Notes p/ plate: 2) 09/1913 120.000 1-120.000  C
te  Qty. Printed Serial Numbers  Series ~ Comments: 08/1921 40.000 120.001-160.000 C
08/1886 5.000 1-2.500 A-B 03/1922 60.000 160.001-220.000 ©
Ref #00004-00006: Old plates from the Montecristi branch were altered Ref#00010 _ Denomination: 10 Sucres Denorni‘mition: 10 Sucres (PS-104) ___Notes p/ plate: (6)
and used by the American Bank Note Company to print these banknotes g;;’ldg llgate Qty. P;g%%‘g Serial Nl“;(’)boe(;g SDer‘cs Comments:

JV00a-00003 08/1921 30.000 20.001-50.000 D



